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Indications
ÅArrived at the shelter as orphan

ÅBecame orphaned

ÅUnder 3 weeks of age

ÅOlder than 3 -5 weeks of age but having 

difficulty weaning

*Kittens and puppies should receive at least 2 -3 days of 
motherõs milk

*Surrogates are preferred over bottle feeding
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Gathering 
Supplies

Å Scale and log sheet

Å KMR (Kitten Milk Replacer) or Esbilac for 
puppies

Å Zip Lock bag or sealable container

Å Bowl of hot water

Å Bottle and variety of nipples (try 1 st)

Å Miracle Nipple & 3 ml syringe

Å Cotton balls or baby wipes

Å Heating pad on low, heat disc, rice bag, 
microwavable ice pack

Å Bin with sides if feeding from a countertop 
or table

Å Might need: thermometer, karo syrup
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When to Feed

When baby is warm; > 95 
degrees F

Preferably when baby 
wakes hungry

Following stimulation to 
replicate motherõs nurturing 
and grooming

According to timeline based 
on age
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Feeding 
Timeline

ÅUp to 1 week of age  Every 2 hours

And can usually go 4 hours overnight without 
eating

Å2 weeks of age to weaning                  Every 4 hours

And can usually go 6 hours overnight without 
eating

* This can vary; crying and suckling on littermates are 
signs of hunger that should not be ignored.

* If suckling on genitals of littermates continues, babies 
must be separated!
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Housing 
Orphaned 
Neonates
ÅCreate a covered nesting box 

such as a pet carrier covered with 
a towel

ÅProvide a heating pad that 
doesnõt cover the entire floor of 
the carrier 

ÅCover the heating pad in 
something made of thin fabric 
such as a pillowcase

ÅSupplement humidity when 
possible

ÅAdd stuffed animal to nesting box
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Handling Milk Replacer Formula

ÅStore dry powder in the freezer (up to 6 months once opened)

ÅOnly mix enough liquid formula for a 24 -hour period and store in fridge for up to 24 
hours.

ÅFormula left at room temperature for more than 1 hour should be discarded

ÅLiquid formula cannot be microwaved

ÅFollow strict hygiene measures for hands and all feeding equipment
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Testing Your Supplies
ÅFor a new nipple, cut a ò+ó across the tip of 
the nipple using the inside of the scissorõs 
blades closest to the screw - small scissors

ÅThen add water to the bottle and hold 
upside down. Without squeezing the bottle, 
there should be no more than a drop per 
second

ÅIf a stream of fluid is seen, discard the 
nipple

ÅHave a variety of nipples on hand but 
consider length: baby size

ÅMiracle Nipples do not require adjustment

* Never pair a Miracle Nipple with a bottle!
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Calculating 
Amount to Feed

1)  Weigh baby & record weight

2) 7.5 ml of liquid formula X body 

weight in ounces =

Amount to feed each pet for a 24 -hour 

period

3) Divide by the # of feedings per day

This is the amount (in ml) to feed each 

pet each feeding
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Calculation 
Example #1

Your 2-day -old kitten weighs 95 grams (g):

1) 95 g / 28 = 3.4 ounces (oz) 

2) 7.5 ml X 3.4 oz = 26 ml per day

3) 24 hours / 2 = 12 feedings per day

{When baby is 2 days old, he will need to be fed 
every 2 hours and can usually go up to 4 hours 
overnight without eating. This will eliminate one 
meal. Then you will have 11 feedings per day .}

4) 26 ml per day / 11 feedings per day 
= 2.4 ml per feeding
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Calculation 
Example #2

Your 3-week -old puppy weighs 800 
grams (g):

1) 800 g / 28 = 29 ounces (oz)

2) 7.5 ml X 29 oz = 218 ml per day

3) 24 hours / 4 = 6 feedings per day

{At 3 weeks of age baby needs to be fed 
every 4 hours and can go for up to 6 hours 
overnight without eating. Waiting 6 hours 
overnight will not affect our calculation.}

4) 218 ml per day / 6 feedings per day 
= 36 ml per feeding
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How Much 
Formula 
Should I 
Mix Up for 
My Bottle 
Babies?

When formula is mixed in the ratio of 1 

part powder to 2 parts warm water: 

{A part can be a teaspoon, 

tablespoon, cup, etc.}

Å1 teaspoon of powder will yield 

~ 8 ml of liquid formula

Å1 tablespoon of powder will yield 

~ 34 ml of formula

Å1 cup of power will yield 

~ 585 ml of formula
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How Do I Mix the Formula?

ÅDecide how much liquid formula you will need for all of your bottle babies for the next 24 hours

ÅThe powder can be added to a Zip Lock bag or sealable container such as a mason jar

ÅThe hot water can come from the tap or be water can be heated in a mug in the microwave

ÅCombine the powder and hot water into the sealable container

ÅGently mix. Do not use a blender.

ÅBe sure that there are no clumps of powder remaining

ÅTo maintain the temperature of your liquid formula or rewarm, place your sealed container of 

formula in your bowl of hot water. 

ÅYou can use a syringe or funnel to transfer your liquid formula to your bottle(s) or it can be drawn 
up using your Miracle Nipple syringe. Then place them into the hot water bowl to keep warm
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Puppy and Kitten Positioning

ÅRemember to either feed on the floor or if on a countertop or table, the 

babies must be in a container with sides to prevent falls

ÅKeep baby on a heating pad or heat source (on low)

ÅBaby should be in a natural òstandingó position

ÅGently support their heads with your fingers under either side of the jaw

ÅRooting and kneading with their front legs is normal, so they may choose 

to support themselves with their back legs only & arms outstretched
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Proper Bottle Use

ÅBe careful not to screw the lid too 
tightly onto the bottle

ÅNotice the graduations on the side of 
the bottle before you begin feeding so 
you can keep track of the amount of 
formula each pet ingests per feeding

ÅAlways test formula temperature on 
wrist first

ÅThe bottle must be held at a 45 -degree 
angle, or wider depending on the 
amount of formula inside

ÅIt is important that the angle of the 
bottle is adjusted as baby ingests 
formula to avoid air being swallowed

ÅNever squeeze the bottle 
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Proper Miracle Nipple Use

ÅPair Miracle Nipple with 3 ml syringe only

ÅBe sure that there is no air in the syringe

ÅAlways test formula temperature on wrist first

ÅBaby should pull the plunger as he eats, 

rather than moving the plunger for them

ÅIf giving single drop, your thumb should never be on

the plunger flange / thumb rest
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